
Good Morning Board of Directors, PTA Members, Teachers, Families, Friends, and most importantly 

Class of 2022. Well, you all did it! You accomplished one of the major early milestones in your lives; 

high school graduation. This is a major step in the journey of your lives, one that should be recognized 

for its immense significance. Earning a high school diploma from Colegio Jefferson is a remarkable 

achievement in any year, but you have overcome challenges that none of us could have imagined two 

years ago. 

You, your families, and your friends can be very proud of what you have accomplished.  You well-

organized the Jefferson MUN many thanks go out to Sofia Leon our Secretary General, Deputy 

Generals Daniel Falkenhagen and Alexis Zaidman and all others who made it memorable. This year 

for the first time we had the seniors accompany the soon to be seventh graders change their white 

uniform shirts to blue. You were amazing with your help and the choice words from Student Council 

President, Daniel Falkenhagen made a difference. You organized the fun Spirit week activities and the 

entertaining Talent Show.  And you can be sure that the strength you have demonstrated will serve 

you well in the years ahead. 

This year I am pleased to say we had many students who applied to universities abroad, and we are 

very happy with the admissions results. Due to the long list of names and universities I will only be 

reading the names of students who will attend these universities. They are: Rodrigo Sagastegui: IE 

University Segovia. Daniel Falkenhagen:  Penn State University,  Alexis Zaidman: Jacobs University, 

Diego Santaella: Penn State University,  Andres Mata: Penn State University, Rocco Saraceni: Baylor 

University,  Alfonso Valdes: Holland International Centre,  Juan Andres Urdaneta: Valencia College, 

David Castro: Florida International University, Samuel Garcia: University of South Florida, Isabel 

Bernardini: Kings College London, Jose Matheus: Penn State University,  Sofia Leon: Universidad 

Carlos III, Nicole Antic: RIT Croatia,  Juan Diego Mancin: University of South Florida, Gabriela 

Cepeda: The George Washington University, Sofia Muchacho: Universidad Nebrija, Carla 

Hurtado:Univrsidad Europea Madrid, Aranxta Elexgaray: Unviersiad de Deusto, Juan Alejandro 

Mancin: University of South Florida, Camila Di Mase: NABA Milan, Virgilio Paz: University of New 

Mexico, Daniel Antic: VIA University, Sofia Hernandez: Florida International University, Arturo 

Alcalde: CEU San Pablo, Madrid, Alberto Kofinke:   Salem University West Virginia,  Vittoria 

Carmona: Universita Cattolica del Sacro Cuore, Flavia Di Mase: American University, Adriana De 

Armas: Universidad Nebrija, Maria Victoria Lovera: Universidad Anahuac, Sofia Fernandez: 

Francisco de Victorio Universidad Madrid, and Lia Sorondo: Penn State University, Gabriel Batiner: 

Suffolk University.    Congratulations! 

 

In a short time, all of you will walk out of this auditorium as newly recognized graduates of this school. 

Before you do, however, it is my privilege to say a few last words. 

 



You are an amazing group of young ladies and young men who came together unexpectedly. I dare to 

say that it wasn’t until your senior year that you realized you were one class with common goals.  

 

Those of you that I had this year in class demonstrated to be well-informed on worldwide events, some 

to my likings and others not at all. We laughed, exchanged ideas and even got mad at each other. We 

were lucky we had a historian,  who always had a bit or lots of historical information to share, a doctor 

who voiced his opinion in a matter of fact manner, a lawyer of course whose defense was quite brutal, 

various professional soccer players or at least they made us believe who gave us a run-down of sports 

events, voiceful young ladies who never dared to shy away from  expressing their ideas, Formula One 

afficionado who was quiet but determined,   a musician who had the beats, and we had the quiet ones 

who balanced the class. Nonetheless, those I didn’t have in class made it a point to talk just about 

anything, from golf to parties and everything in between.  

What I am getting at is that you are a very diverse student body with a dazzling array of talents. 

Jefferson students succeed in many and inspiring ways, a fact that you have vividly confirmed during 

your time here. If I had to name a quality that mattered across the many dimensions of achievement 

and talent it would be persistence: the ability and drive to keep going when things get hard.  All of us 

go through difficult times.  To achieve our goals we have to find ways to continue even when—

indeed, especially when—obstacles seem insurmountable or endless, and pressing onward feels 

exhausting, daunting, or just plain dull. 

You persisted not only through a world-altering pandemic, but through problem sets, writing 

assignments, laboratories, tests, and the personal crises and doubts that are an inevitable part of 

school life and, indeed, of life more generally. 

I hope that today and in the week ahead, as you celebrate your achievements, you will take time to 

thank the friends, family members, teachers, and others who helped you to persist across the finish 

line.  None of us succeed on our own, in normal times or in difficult ones.  And, in that spirit, I hope, 

too, that as all of you pursue quests and adventures beyond this school, you will help others to persist 

across the finish line as you have done so remarkably yourselves. 

I know that, whatever you do, you will make us all proud, and that you will put your talents, 

creativity, and character to work in ways that we can scarcely imagine today. 

All of us on here today are thrilled to be a part of your celebration.  We applaud your persistence, 

your talent, your achievements, and your aspirations.  We send our best wishes as you embark upon 

the path that lies ahead, and we hope it will bring you back to this school many times.  We look 

forward to welcoming you when you return, and we say, to the Great Class of 2022, congratulations 

and May God Bless you! 

 


